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Coins of Northern Song (960-1125)
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Coins that are shown belong to the Chinese coins collection of Zaiton, unless indicated differently.
The coins shown are assumed to be genuine, except when indicated as ‘suspect’.

Catalogue numbers in the column ‘Schj.” refer to the publication of F. Schjéth “Chinese Currency. The
currency of the Far East” of 1929, reprinted in 1976 by Andrew Publishing Company.

No liability can be accepted for the correctness of the contents of the information given in this document.

Indication in this catalogue of the rarity (‘R.’) of the coins’ occurrence:

CcC Very common
C Common
R Rare

RR Very rare

The size of the coins illustrations are approximately equal to the real size of the specimens, when printed on
A4 paper format. The spacing of the blue grid in the background of the photographs is 5mm in actual size.

Chapter V. Coins of Northern Song (960-1125)

Introduction

The Northern Song (& _ ) dynasty was one of the most productive dynasties, with respect to the
issuing of different variations of bronze cash coins. Even more than its abundance, the quality and
aesthetic value of the Song coins are highly appreciated. The standardized sizes and 4-character
pattern on the obverse, practiced since the introduction of the ‘kaiyuan’-coin (K_ ) of the Tang
dynasty (618-907) was followed. The reverse of a coin during the Song-dynasty was empty, with very
few exceptions (mostly nail marks or a dot and at one occasion the designation of the place of minting;
ref. cat. nr. NSONG-123).

During the reign of an emperor (not only during the Song dynasty!) the reigning period was given a
year-title or motto, the period name. This year-title, nian hao in Chinese, consisted always of two
characters and was during the Song-dynasty changed at irregular intervals (typically every 4 to 8 years,
but sometimes within one year). Such a change of motto took place when a new emperor ascended
the throne and / or due to some happy or unhappy event. Most of these motto’s of the reigning periods
are represented on the coins cast during that time.

The 4-character reading was always consistently the same, since the beginning of the Tang dynasty in
618 until the end of the Chinese empire in 1911: The first two characters represent the nian hao,
followed by two additional characters that could be Ei C tong bao (=valid coin), Gj ¢ zhong bao
(=heavy coin) or E yuan bao (=new coin). The upper character represents the first character of the
nian hao. The second character of the nian hao was placed at the bottom or at the right position. The
bao character was always placed at the left position.

As a rule — as stated above - the two characters of the year-title, nian hao, appeared on the coins that
were issued during that particular period. However, sometimes for reasons of aesthetics, for example
when one of the characters of the year-title was the same as the character C ‘bao’ (=value, precious,
coin), a different 2-character text was chosen. An example is the first year-title of the Song dynasty,
kai bao (K_ ), where the text on the coins issued during that period was song yuan (_ ). Both
herald a new era.
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Besides the variations in the text, also often several styles of writing were applied during a given
period: regular writing, seal writing and cursive writing. This gives collecting of the Song coins an extra
attraction.

During the Song dynasty many iron variants of the bronze coins were issued. These coins were
considered as less valued than its bronze equivalent at the time of issuing. Due to its relative rarity,
however, today iron coins are much higher valued.
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Coins Northern Song é _ (960-1125)

Emperor: (Song) Taizu p/* Reign: 960-976

Period: Kaibao K_C 968-975, textoncoin: _  (“New Song”)
Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse Value: Diameter: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-001 451 song yuan tong bao 1 cash 24 mm regular writing C
NSONG-002 459 song yuan tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; regular writing R

NSONG-001

Emperor: (Sonq) Taizong b k Reign: 976-997

Period: Taiping p G (“Peace and Tranquillity”) 976-984

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-003 460 tai ping tong bao 1 cash 24mm regular writing cC
NSONG-004 462 tai ping tong bao 1 cash 25mm iron; regular writing R

NSONG-003

Period: Chunhua #C & (“Pure Change”) 990-994

Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-005 463  chun hua yuan bao 1 cash 24mm. regular writing ccC
NSONG-006 464  chun hua yuan bao 1 cash 24mm. cursive writing ccC

NSONG-005 NSONG-006
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Period: Zhidao 7CF' 995-998

Cat. nr. Schj: Obverse Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-007 465  zhi dao tong bao 1 cash 25 mm  regular writing C
NSONG-008 467  zhi dao yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm  cursive writing cc
NSONG-009 468  zhi dao yuan bao 1 cash 24 mm cursive "grass" writing C

NSONG-007 NSONG-008 NSONG-009

Emperor: Zhenzong ,6 k  Reign: 997-1022

Period: Xianping E G(“Peace all around”) 998-1004

Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-010 469  xian ping yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing cc

NSONG-010
Period: Jingde C I (“Virtue”) 1004-1007
Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-011 471  jing de yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing C
NSONG-012 472  jing de yuan bao 1 cash 34 mm iron; large size R

NSONG-011
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Period: Xiangfu /90U (“Auspicious symbol”) 1008-1016

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:

NSONG-013 473  xiang fu yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing R

NSONG-014 474  xiang fu yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm ‘yuan’in cursive writing C

NSONG-015 476  xiang fu tong bao 1 cash 24 mm regular writing C

NSONG-016 477  xiang fu tong bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing C

NSONG-017 478  xiang fu yuan bao 1 cash 35 mm iron; large size R
NSONG-014 NSONG-015 NSONG-016

Period: Tianxi y/{ 1017-1021

Cat. nr. Schj: Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:

NSONG-018 479 tian xi tong bao 1 cash 25 mm ‘'tian' in seal writing R

NSONG-019 480 tian xi yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing cc

NSONG-020 483 tian xi tong bao 1 cash 29 mm iron; large size R

NSONG-019

Emperor: Renzong ¢ k Reign: 1022-1063

Period: Tiansheng y 6* 1023-1031

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:

NSONG-021 484 tian sheng yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing cc

NSONG-022 486  tian sheng yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing cc

NSONG-023 487 tian sheng yuan bao 1 cash 27 mm iron; seal writing R

NSONG-024 488 tian sheng yuan bao 1 cash 26 mm iron; regular writing R

NSONG-021 NSONG-022
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Period: Mingdao aF' (“Brilliant way”) 1032-1033

Cat. nr.: Schj:
NSONG-025 489

NSONG-026 490

NSONG-025

Obverse:
ming dao tong bao

ming dao yuan bao

NSONG-026

Value:
1 cash

1 cash

Period: Jingyou C /$ 1034-1037

Cat. nr.: Schj:
NSONG-027 492

NSONG-028 494
NSONG-029 495

NSONG-027

Period: Baoyuan C

Cat. nr. Schj:
NSONG-030 497

NSONG-031 499
NSONG-032 500
NSONG-033 501

NSONG-030
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Obverse:

jing you yuan bao
jing you yuan bao
jing you yuan bao

NSONG-028

Obverse:
huang song tong bao

huang song tong bao
huang song tong bao
huang song tong bao

NSONG-031

Value:

1 cash
1 cash
1 cash

Value:
1 cash

1 cash
1 cash
1 cash

7

Diam.: Remarks: R.:
24 mm seal writing C
25 mm regular writing C
Diam.: Remarks: R.:
24 mm seal writing C
24 mm regular writing C
25 mm iron; regular writing R

1038-1039; text on coin: Huang song ,[ _

Diam.: Remarks:
25 mm seal writing

24 mm regular writing
24 mm regular writing
25 mm iron; seal writing

TOOOD

NSONG-032
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Period:

Cat. nr.:
NSONG-034

Period:

Cat. nr.:
NSONG-035

NSONG-036

Kangding «<n 1040
Schj:  Obverse: Value:
503 kang ding yuan bao 1 cash
Qingli J S 1041-1048
Schj:  Obverse: Value:
504  qing li zhong bao 3 cash
505 qing li zhong bao 3 cash

NSONG-035 NSONG-036
Period: Huangyou ,[ /$ 1049-1053
Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value:
NSONG-037 507  huang you yuan bao 1 cash
Period: Zhihe 7C "~ 1054-1055
Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value:
NSONG-038 509  zhi he yuan bao 1 cash
NSONG-039 511  zhi he yuan bao 1 cash
NSONG-040 512  zhi he tong bao 1 cash
NSONG-041 513  zhi he tong bao 1 cash

NSONG-038

NSONG-039
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Diam.:
19 mm

Diam.:
30 mm

30 mm

Diam.:
25 mm

Diam.:
24 mm

24 mm
25 mm
24 mm

NSONG-041

Rev. 1.0 January 2007
Remarks: R.:
small, very rare coin RR
Remarks: R.:
regular writing R
different order of characters R
Remarks: R.:
regular writing; very rare RR
Remarks: R.:
seal writing C
regular writing C
seal writing C
regular writing C
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Period: Jiayou Y /$ 1056-1063

Cat. nr.: Schj: Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:

NSONG-042 514  jia you yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing C

NSONG-043 515 jia you yuan bao 1 cash 24 mm regular writing C

NSONG-044 516 jia you tong bao 1 cash 24 mm seal writing C

NSONG-045 517  jia you tong bao 1 cash 24 mm regular writing cc
NSONG-043 NSONG-044 NSONG-045

Emperor: Yingzong 8A k  Reign: 1063-1067

Period: Zhiping "» G 1063-1067

Cat. nr. Schj: Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:

NSONG-046 519  zhi ping yuan bao 1 cash 24 mm seal writing cC

NSONG-047 523  zhi ping yuan bao 1 cash 24 mm  regular writing cC

NSONG-048 525  zhi ping yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing C

NSONG-049 526  zhi ping tong bao 1 cash 25 mm normal writing C

NSONG-046 NSONG-047 NSONG-048
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Emperor: Shenzong /2 k Reign: 1067-1085

Period: Xining 'm » 1068-1077

Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-050 527  xi ning yuan bao 1 cash 24 mm seal writing C
NSONG-051 529  xi ning yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing C
NSONG-052 530  xi ning yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing cc
NSONG-053 533  xi ning yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing cc
NSONG-054 538  xi ning zhong bao 2 cash 32 mm seal writing C
NSONG-055 542  xi ning zhong bao 2 cash 32 mm regular writing C
NSONG-056 543  xi ning tong bao 2 cash 36 mm iron; regular writing C

NSONG-050 NSONG-051 NSONG-052 NSONG-053
NSONG-054 NSONG-055
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Period: Yuanfeng E 1078-1085
Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.:
NSONG-057 545  yuan feng tong bao 1 cash 24 mm
NSONG-058 546  yuan feng tong bao 1 cash 25 mm
NSONG-059 547  yuan feng tong bao 1 cash 25 mm
NSONG-060 553  yuan feng tong bao 2 cash 30 mm
NSONG-061 556  yuan feng tong bao 2 cash 31 mm
NSONG-062 560  yuan feng tong bao 2 cash 33 mm
NSONG-063 563  yuan feng tong bao 1 cash 25 mm
NSONG-064 564  yuan feng tong bao 1 cash 25 mm
NSONG-057 NSONG-058 NSONG-059
NSONG-060 NSONG-061
www.zaiton.nl 11
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Remarks:
seal writing

regular writing
regular writing

seal writing
cursive writing
iron; seal writing
iron; seal writing
iron; regular writing

NSONG-062

Rev. 1.0
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Emperor: Zhezong A& k Reign: 1085-1100

Period: Yuanyou % 1086-1093

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-065 565  yuan you tong bao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing c
NSONG-066 567  yuan you tong bao 1 cash 25 mm cursive writing cc
NSONG-067 575  yuan you tong bao 2 cash 32 mm seal writing c
NSONG-068 576  yuan you tong bao 2 cash 30 mm  cursive writing C
NSONG-069 577  yuan you tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; seal writing C
NSONG-070 578  yuan you tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-071 579  yuan you tong bao 1 cash 25 mm cursive writing C
NSONG-072 580  yuan you tong bao 2 cash 34 mm iron; seal writing C
NSONG-073 581  yuan you tong bao 2 cash 34 mm iron; cursive writing C
NSONG-065 NSONG-066 NSONG-067 NSONG-068
NSONG-072 NSONG-073
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Period: Shaosheng 3 6* 1094-1097

Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-074 582  shao shengyuanbao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing (o]
NSONG-075 586  shao shengyuanbao 1 cash 24 mm  cursive writing cc
NSONG-076 592  shao sheng tong bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing C
NSONG-077 593  shao sheng yuan bao 2 cash 30 mm seal writing C
NSONG-078 595  shao shengyuan bao 2 cash 31 mm cursive writing C
NSONG-079 shao sheng yuan bao 1 cash 24 mm regular writing RR
NSONG-080 597  shao sheng yuan bao 2 cash 34 mm iron; seal writing C
NSONG-081 598  shao shengyuanbao 2 cash 36 mm iron; regular writing C
NSONG-074 NSONG-075 NSONG-077 NSONG-078

NSONG-079 (suspect!) NSONG-080

Period: Yuanfu 0U 1098-1100

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:

NSONG-082 599  yuan fu tong bao 1 cash 24 mm seal writing R

NSONG-083 602  yuan fu tong bao 1 cash 25 mm  cursive writing cc

NSONG-084 604  yuan fu tong bao 2 cash 29 mm seal writing C

NSONG-085 605  yuan fu tong bao 2 cash 29 mm regular writing C

NSONG-086 606  yuan fu tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; seal writing R
NSONG-083

www.zaiton.nl 13 © Yellow Dragon Productions Holland 2007



Zaiton catalogue of Chinese coins  Chapter V: Northern Song dynasty Rev. 1.0 January 2007

Emperor: Huizong R k Reign: 1101-1125

Period: Shengsong 6* _ 1101

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-087 607 sheng song yuan bao 1 cash 24 mm seal writing cc
NSONG-088 609 sheng songyuanbao 1 cash 25 mm  cursive writing C
NSONG-089 613 sheng song yuan bao 2 cash 30 mm seal writing C
NSONG-090 614  sheng song yuan bao 2 cash 30 mm cursive writing C
NSONG-091 615 sheng song yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; seal writing C
NSONG-092 617 sheng song yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-093 618 sheng song yuan bao 2 cash 34 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-087 NSONG-088 NSONG-089 NSONG-090

Period: Chongning U » 1102-1106

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-094 619  chong ning tong bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing c
NSONG-095 620  chong ning yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing C
NSONG-096 621  chong ning tong bao 5 cash 35 mm regular writing cc
NSONG-097 622 chong ning zhong bao 5 cash 33 mm regular writing cc
NSONG-098 625  chong ning tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-099 626  chong ning yuan bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-100 627  chong ning tong bao 2 cash 32 mm iron; regular writing R

NSONG-096 NSONG-097
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Period: Daguan G ?” 1107-1110

Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-101 629  da guan tong bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing C
NSONG-102 630  da guan tong bao 5 cash 41 mm  regular writing C
NSONG-103 631  da guan tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-104 632  da guan tong bao 3 cash 33 mm iron, regular writing R
NSONG-101 NSONG-102 NSONG-104

Period: Zhenghe T 1111-1117

Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-105 634  zheng he tong bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing cc
NSONG-106 635  zheng he tong bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing C
NSONG-107 639  zheng he tong bao 2 cash 30 mm seal writing C
NSONG-108 640  zheng he tong bao 2 cash 28 mm regular writing C
NSONG-109 641  zheng he tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-110 642  zheng he tong bao 1 cash 22 mm iron; regular writing C
NSONG-111 643  zheng he tong bao 2 cash 30 mm iron; seal writing R
NSONG-112 644  zheng he tong bao 2 cash 30 mm iron; regular writing R
NSONG-113 645  zheng he tong bao 2 cash 32 mm iron; seal writing C
NSONG-114 646  zheng he tong bao 3 cash 33 mm iron; regular writing R

NSONG-105 NSONG-106 NSONG-107 NSONG-108
NSONG-113
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Period: Zhonghe Gj = 1118
Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-115 zhong he tong bao 1 cash 24 mm arare coin; seal writing RR
NSONG-116 647  zhong he tong bao 1 cash 26 mm arare coin; normal writing R
NSONG-115 (suspect!)
Period: Xuanhe w °~ 1119-1125
Cat. nr.: Schj:  Obverse: Value: Diam.: Remarks: R.:
NSONG-117 648  xuan he tong bao 1 cash 25 mm seal writing cc
NSONG-118 653  xuan he tong bao 1 cash 25 mm regular writing C
NSONG-119 656  xuan he tong bao 2 cash 27 mm seal writing C
NSONG-120 657  xuan he tong bao 2 cash 27 mm regular writing cc
NSONG-121 658  xuan he tong bao 2 cash 30 mm regular writing C
NSONG-122 659  xuan he tong bao 2 cash 30 mm seal writing cc
NSONG-123 666  xuan he tong bao 1 cash 25 mm iron, regular writing R
reverse: L1 (='shan’ ; province Shaanxi)
NSONG-117 NSONG-118 NSONG-119 NSONG-120
NSONG-121 NSONG-122 NSONG-123 NSONG-123 reverse

( L1 hardly visible above the hole)
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Emperor: Qinzong ! k Reign: 1126-1127

Period: Jingkang M* <

Cat. nr. Schj:  Obverse:

NSONG-124 667  jing kang tong bao
NSONG-125 669 jing kang tong bao
NSONG-126 670  jing kang tong bao

Literature

Value:
1 cash

1 cash
1 cash

1126-1127

Diam.: Remarks: R.:
30 mm very rare; seal writing RR
24 mm iron; very rare; seal writing RR
25 mm iron; very rare; regular writing  RR

F. Schjéth “Chinese Currency. The currency of the Far East” first published in 1929, reprinted in 1976

by Andrew Publishing Company.

Wilhelm Patalas “Chinesische Miinzen; von ihrem Ursprung bis 1912”, Braunschweig 1965.

Tiing Fu Pao “A catalog of ancient Chinese coins (including Japan Korea and Annam)” in Chinese

language.

“Jianming gian bi cidian” (“Concise coins catalogue”), Shanghai 1991.
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